ANTH 153: Medicine and Colonialism

Winter 2011

Matthew Wolf-Meyer, Assistant Professor

Office Hours: 1-3:00 Wednesdays; Tuesdays and Thursdays by appointment

308 Social Sciences 1

Office phone: 459-2365; mwolfmey@ucsc.edu

Course Description:

Over the course of the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries, as laboratory-based scientific practices were being developed in Europe and the United States, colonial expansion was occurring in Africa, South and East Asia, and the Americas. These two efforts were intimately linked, as systems of knowledge were being developed to become systems of population control, particularly in the forms of public health, medicine, and industrial hygiene. For many scholars, the interactions between these domains over the course of the 19th century laid the foundation for “biopolitics,” the governance of bodies and their biological capacities. We will explore this apparent emergence of the biological into the political through these capitalist and imperial projects, and focus on the formation and deployment of medicine and science as strategies in the control of populations, both in the hearts of empire and its extremities.

In this course, we will examine the deployment of medical and scientific systems of population control through medicine over the 19th and 20th centuries, examining cases in India, North and South America and Africa. We will also read ethnographies of the contemporary uses of medicine and science in postcolonial contexts to elucidate the emergent forms of power and prestige of scientific knowledge and its understandings of bodies, populations, environments, and politics. As means to frame these concerns, we will read a number of primary and secondary studies of colonialism, medicine and science. In so doing, we will bring concerns at the turn of the 21st century into dialogue with their roots in the 18th and 19th centuries.

Through this course, students should attain a better understanding of the relationships between colonialism, science, medicine and postcolonial capitalism. More particularly, the roles of medicine and science in the expansion of empires and economies will be explored, and students will come to a finer understanding of theories of governance, the body, and the interrelations of medicine and colonialism.

Reading List:
Required texts and the course pack are available at the Literary Guillotine (204 Locust St, Santa Cruz).  Readings from the course pack are noted in the syllabus with [CP]. Copies of each of the books will be on reserve at McHenry Library – but it is strongly advised that you purchase copies of each of them.

Arnold, David


1993
Colonizing the Body: State Medicine and Epidemic Disease in Nineteenth-Century India. Berkeley: University of California Press.

Crapanzano, Vincent


2003 
The Fifth World of Forster Bennett: Portrait of a Navajo. Lincoln: Bison Books.

Fairchild, Amy, Ronald Bayer, and James Colgrove


2007
Searching Eyes: Privacy, the State, and Disease Surveillance in America. Berkeley: University of California Press.

Taussig, Michael


1987
Shamanism, Colonialism, and the Wild Man: A Study in Terror and Healing. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Grading & Assignments:

Attendance & Participation (20%) – Students are expected to attend all classes with the required material having been read. Two absences are allowed; each absence beyond the second will reduce the student’s final grade by 5%. Sign-in sheets will be passed through class at random times.
Assignments (20%) – Each Tuesday, students will turn in a weekly assignment, which will ask them to answer a series of questions based on the week’s readings. Assignments will be made available a week before they are due. Each assignment is worth 2%.

You have two options for the remainder of your grade:

Option One: Take Home Midterm and Final Exam (as noted in the Syllabus). Each is worth 30% of your final grade. Both will present you with 3 questions, of which you will choose 2 to answer in 3-4 typed, double-spaced pages each. Exam questions will be provided a week prior to their due dates. Final exams will be due on the final exam day, and must be submitted by email no later than noon.

Option Two: Original Ethnological Research Paper. Drawing on research conducted over the course of the semester using the Human Relations Area File, students are expected to turn in a 15-20 page (excluding bibliography) final paper. The paper must relate to the content of the course; its focus is left to the student’s determination, but must be approved by the professor. Additionally, the paper must have a theoretically-informed argument which is defended by the paper’s contents. The final paper is worth 40% of the final grade, and students will turn in a Paper Brainstorm (5%), Outline (5%), and Rough Draft (10%). Final papers will be due on the final exam day, and must be submitted by email no later than noon.
There is no extra credit available.  A curve will be applied to the final grades in the course.
Policies:

No late work will be accepted for credit. All assignments must be turned in to receive a passing grade in the course (e.g. a C).
Workload: The expectation within the University of California system is that for each credit hour of a course, students spend 3 hours in preparation during the week. For a 5 credit course, this means that students should be spending about 15 hours per week preparing for class. I assume that undergraduate students can read 1 page of academic writing in 3 minutes; 200 pages of reading should require about 600 minutes, or 10 hours. In most cases, should expect to be reading about 150-200 pages per week in addition to other course requirements.

Academic Integrity – Plagiarism of any sort will not be tolerated. Evidence of plagiarism will result in an immediate failing grade in the course and actions as dictated by university policy regarding academic integrity on undergraduate students. Please see <http://library.ucsc.edu/science/instruction/CitingSources.pdf> if you have any questions about what qualifies as plagiarism and strategies for avoiding such. For a description of the plagiarism review process, see <http://www.ucsc.edu/academics/academic_integrity/undergraduate_students/>.
Style Matters: All submitted work should follow the guidelines set forth in the American Anthropological Association’s style guide (available at aaanet.org). All papers should be double-spaced, 12 point font, in Times New Roman, with 1 inch margins on all sides, and page numbers. Citation should look like this: (Author Year: Page), e.g. (Wolf-Meyer 2009: 408). Failure to meet these standards will result in a reduced grade.

Contacting Me: I only check my email between 8-11 AM on weekday mornings and during my office hours. I will always respond to emails within 24 hours, except for emails received on Fridays (which will responded to on the following Monday). If you plan to stop by my office hours, please contact me ahead of time, either by email (mwolfmey@ucsc.edu) or at my office telephone number (459-2365). 

Class Schedule:

Week One: Histories of Public Health

January 4th:
Introduction & Discussion of the Syllabus

January 6th:

Porter, Dorothy


1999
Health, Civilization and the State: A History of Public Health from Ancient to Modern Times. New York: Routledge. [CP]

Rosen, George


1993 [1958]
A History of Public Health. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. [CP]

PART ONE: THE DISCIPLINE OF MEDICINE

Week Two: Discipline and Biopower
January 11th:
Armstrong, David


2002
A New History of Identity: A Sociology of Medical Knowledge. New York: Palgrave. [CP]

Fanon, Frantz


1965 [1959]
A Dying Colonialism. H. Chevalier, transl. New York: Grove Press. [CP]

Foucault, Michel


1995 [1975]
“Panopticism” In Discipline & Punish: The Birth of the Prison. A. Sheridan, transl. New York: Vintage. [CP]

Hacking, Ian


1990
The Taming of Chance. New York: Cambridge University Press. [CP]

Latour, Bruno


1999 [1993]
Give Me a Laboratory and I Will Raise the World. In The Science Studies Reader. M. Biagioli, ed. Pp. 258-275. New York: Routledge. [CP]

January 13th:

Foucault, Michel


2000 [1978]
Governmentality. In Power. J.D. Faubion, ed. Pp. 201-222. Essential Works of Michel Foucault, 1954-1984, Vol. 3. New York: New Press. [CP]

Foucault, Michel


1990 [1976]
The History of Sexuality. R. Hurley, transl. Volume 1. New York: Vintage. [CP]

Week Three: Defining Post/Colonialism and the Imperial Impulse
January 18th:

Bhabha, Homi


1994
The Location of Culture. New York: Routledge. [CP]

Loomba, Ania


2005 [1998]
Colonialism/Postcolonialism. New York: Routledge. [CP]

Mitchell, Timothy


1991 [1988]
Colonising Egypt. Berkeley: University of California Press. [CP]

January 20th:

Arnold, David


1993
Colonizing the Body: State Medicine and Epidemic Disease in Nineteenth-Century India. Berkeley: University of California Press. Introduction + Chapter 1

Week Four: Disciplining India
January 25th:

Midterm Distributed AND Paper Brainstorm Due
Arnold, David


1993
Colonizing the Body: State Medicine and Epidemic Disease in Nineteenth-Century India. Berkeley: University of California Press. Chapters 2-3 + 5

January 27th:

Arnold, David


1993
Colonizing the Body: State Medicine and Epidemic Disease in Nineteenth-Century India. Berkeley: University of California Press. Chapter 6 + Conclusion

PART TWO: POSTCOLONIAL IDIOMS -- HEALING, THERAPY AND REMEDY

Week Five: Post/Colonial Corporeality
February 1st:

Midterm Due
Taussig, Michael


1987
Shamanism, Colonialism, and the Wild Man: A Study in Terror and Healing. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. Chapters 1, 3, 5 + 6

February 3rd:
Taussig, Michael


1987
Shamanism, Colonialism, and the Wild Man: A Study in Terror and Healing. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. Chapters 7-8, 10, 16 + 17

Week Six: The Promise of Remedy

February 8th:

Taussig, Michael


1987
Shamanism, Colonialism, and the Wild Man: A Study in Terror and Healing. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. Chapters 19-26

Hobsbawm, Eric


1983
Introduction: Inventing Traditions. In The Invention of Tradition. E. Hobsbawm and T. Ranger, eds. Pp. 1-14. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. [CP]

February 10th:

Taussig, Michael


1987
Shamanism, Colonialism, and the Wild Man: A Study in Terror and Healing. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. Chapters 27-29

Week Seven: Post/Colonial Pathologies
February 15th:
Paper Outline Due
Crapanzano, Vincent


2003 
The Fifth World of Forster Bennett: Portrait of a Navajo. Lincoln: Bison Books.

Fanon, Frantz


2004 [1963]
The Wretched of the Earth. R. Philcox, transl. New York: Grove Press. [CP]

Fanon, Frantz


2008 [1952]
Black Skin, White Masks. R. Philcox, transl. New York: Grove Press. [CP]

February 17th:

Crapanzano, Vincent


2003 
The Fifth World of Forster Bennett: Portrait of a Navajo. Lincoln: Bison Books.

Rose, Nikolas


2006
The Politics of Life Itself: Biomedicine, Power, and Subjectivity in the Twenty-First Century. Princeton: Princeton University Press. [CP]

Week Eight: The Bureaucracy of Therapy

February 22nd:

Bergman, Abraham, et al.


1999
A Political History of the Indian Health Service. Milbank Quarterly 77(4):571-604. [CP]
Crapanzano, Vincent


2003 
The Fifth World of Forster Bennett: Portrait of a Navajo. Lincoln: Bison Books.

Kunitz, Stephen


1996
The History and Politics of US Health Care Policy for American Indians and Alaskan Natives. American Journal of Public Health 86(10):1464-1473. [CP]
Sturm, Circe


1998
Blood Politics, Racial Calssification, and Cherokee National Identity: The Trials and Tribulations of the Cherokee Freedmen. American Indian Quarterly 22(1/2):230-258. [CP]
February 24th:

Crapanzano, Vincent


2003 
The Fifth World of Forster Bennett: Portrait of a Navajo. Lincoln: Bison Books.

PART THREE: THE EMERGENCE OF CONTROL

Week Nine: Biopolitics in the 21st Century
March 1st:
Rough Draft Due
Braun, Bruce


2007
Biopolitics and the Molecularization of Life. Cultural Geographies 14(1):6-28. [CP]

Deleuze, Gilles


1995 [1990]
Negotiations. M. Joughin, transl. New York: Columbia University Press. [CP]

King, Nicholas B.


2002
Security, Disease, Commerce: Ideologies of Postcolonial Global Health. Social Studies of Science 32(5-6):763-789. [CP]

March 3rd:

Fairchild, Amy, Ronald Bayer, and James Colgrove


2007
Searching Eyes: Privacy, the State, and Disease Surveillance in America. Berkeley: University of California Press. Preface, Chapters 1-3

Week Ten: Biosurveillance and the Therapeutic Horizon 
March 8th:
Final Exam Distributed
Fairchild, Amy, Ronald Bayer, and James Colgrove


2007
Searching Eyes: Privacy, the State, and Disease Surveillance in America. Berkeley: University of California Press. Chapters 4-69 + Conclusion

March 10th:

Fairchild, Amy, Ronald Bayer, and James Colgrove


2007
Searching Eyes: Privacy, the State, and Disease Surveillance in America. Berkeley: University of California Press. Chapters 7-9 + Conclusion

Final Exam Week – March 15th
Final Exam or Final Paper due at Noon of Final Exam Day

9

